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Effective date of coverage
When will the STRS Ohio-funded death 
benefit and the retiree-funded death 
benefit be effective?

Service retirement benefit recipients
The automatic $1,000 STRS Ohio-funded death 
benefit begins on the service retirement date. This 
benefit will be paid to the beneficiary regardless of 
when the retiree’s death occurs.

The optional retiree-funded death benefit selected 
at retirement is effective on either the service 
retirement date or the first of the month after the 
retiree submits a Service Retirement Application — 
whichever is later. This benefit is payable regardless 
of when the retiree’s death occurs. There is no 
waiting period.

An optional retiree-funded death benefit bought 
after retirement and within the three months 
immediately before the end of the month you turn 
age 65 is subject to a six-month waiting period. If 
the retiree dies within six months of the effective 
date of the retiree-funded death benefit, STRS Ohio 
refunds to the beneficiary the deductions withheld 
but does not pay the retiree-funded death benefit.

For example, a service retiree, age 60 at retirement 
on July 1, 2024, purchases a $1,000 retiree-funded 
death benefit in addition to the $1,000 STRS Ohio 
funded death benefit. At age 65 on Jan. 1, 2029, the 
retiree purchases an additional $1,000 retiree-funded 
death benefit. The retiree dies on April 10, 2029. 
The following death benefits are payable: 

Example

Automatic STRS Ohio-funded death benefit $1,000.00

Retiree-funded death benefit obtained 
at retirement $1,000.00

Refund of deductions for an additional 
$1,000 retiree-funded death benefit obtained 
at age 65 ($1.81 × 4 months) +    $7.24

Total STRS Ohio death benefits payable $2,007.24

Disability Benefit Recipient

Age as of 
Purchase Date of 

Death Benefit

Monthly Benefit Deduction for 
Retiree-Funded Death Benefit

$1,000 Benefit $2,000 Benefit
Under 50  $ 4.31 $ 8.62

50 4.31 8.62
51 4.31 8.62
52 4.31 8.62
53 4.31 8.62
54 4.31 8.62
55 4.31 8.62
56 4.31 8.62
57 4.31 8.62
58 4.31 8.62
59 4.31 8.62
60 4.31 8.62
61 4.31 8.62
62 4.31 8.62
63 4.31 8.62
64 4.31 8.62
65 4.31 8.62
66 4.31 8.62
67 4.31 8.62
68 4.31 8.62
69 4.31 8.62
70 4.31 8.62
71 4.55 9.10
72 4.81 9.62
73 5.09 10.18
74 5.40 10.80
75 5.72 11.44
76 6.08 12.16
77 6.46 12.92
78 6.87 13.74
79 7.31 14.62
80 7.78 15.56
81 8.30 16.60
82 8.85 17.70
83 9.44 18.88
84 10.08 20.16
85 10.77 21.54
86 11.51 23.02
87 12.31 24.62
88 13.17 26.34
89 14.09 28.18
90 15.07 30.14
91 16.12 32.24
92 17.23 34.46
93 18.42 36.84
94 19.68 39.36
95 21.02 42.04
96 22.45 44.90
97 23.97 47.94
98 25.57 51.14
99 27.25 54.50


